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Warped camp
for students

When the 11th annual Vans Warped
Tour rolls into St. Petersburg’s Vinoy
Park today, 15-year-old Henry Mitchell
will be able to say he knows how it feels to
perform on one of those stages in front of
a sea of faces.

Mitchell, a Sarasota resident who will
be a sophomore at Prew Academy when
the new school year kicks in this week, at-
tended a summer music camp that culmi-
nated in early July with students perform-
ing at Warped concerts in San Diego, San
Francisco and Long Beach, Calif.

The bass player got to perform as part
of a five-piece band dubbed Samurai,
hang out backstage and see some of his fa-
vorite bands perform live.

It should make for one heck of a “what I
did on my summer vacation” essay.

“Everyone was so nice,” Mitchell said.
“All the musicians are great people, and
the Warped Tour is the best.”

Mitchell’s mom, Betsy Mitchell, encour-
aged him to apply for the Ethos Music
Camp after seeing an advertisement. He
was only one of two Florida students who
made the cut.

For the first two weeks, campers stud-
ied everything from playing technique
and using a studio to learning about the
business side of music while staying in
dorms at California State University in
Chico. The third and last week was spent
on the Warped Tour.

The students were grouped into bands,
each of which wrote and recorded a song,
made a music video to accompany the
song, and performed the tune live on the
Ernie Ball Stage on the Warped Tour.

The experience was invaluable to
Mitchell, who plays bass in Trio, a high-
school death-metal band. He now practic-
es three to five hours a day.

“Playing every single day makes you a
better musician,” he said.

Correction

In last week’s column, I neglected to
note that tickets for the Sarasota Pops Or-
chestra’s three-concert fall series at South
Florida Museum’s Bishop Planetarium
were available only at the museum, 201
10th St. W., Bradenton (746-4131, Ext. 14).
Tickets for other Sarasota Pops concerts
are available at the FSU Center for the Per-
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